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nations, according to the opinions of those whom we ought
to believe less acquainted with the question than ourselves.
Should we once be reduced to ask advice, and submit to
dictators, what would be the reputation of this assembly in
foreign courts, or in our own country? What could be
expected, but that our enemies of every kind would en-
deavour to regulate our determinations by bribing our
iustructers.

Nor can I think it necessary that lawyers should be em-
ployed in laying before us any scheme which the mer-
chants may propose, for supplying the defects, and re-
dressing the inconveniencies, of the laws by which sailors*
are at present levied for the royal navy; for how should
lawyers be more qualified than other men, to explain the
particular advantages of such expedients, or to answer any
objections which may happen to rise ?

It is well known that it is not easy for the most happy
speaker to impress his notions with the strength with which
he conceives them, and yet harder is the task of transmit-
ting imparted knowledge, of conveying to others those
sentiments which we have not struck out by our own reflec-
tion, nor collected from our own experience, but received
merely from the dictates of another.

Yet such must be the information that lawyers can give
us, who can only relate what they have implicitly received,
and weaken the arguments which they have heard, by an
imperfect recital.

Nor do I only oppose the admission of lawyers to our
bar, but think the right of the merchants themselves, in the
present case, very questionable; for though in general it
must be allowed, that every petitioner has a claim to our
attention, yet it is to be inquired whether it is likely that
the publick happiness is his chief concern, and whether
his private interest is not too much affected to suffer him
to give impartial evidence, or honest information. Scarcely
any law can be made by which some man is not either im-
poverished, or hindered from growing rich; and we are
not to listen to complaints, of which the foundation is so
easily discovered, or imagine a law less useful, because